
Owner:	 	 Region/district:	
Chivas Brothers Speyside
(Pernod Ricard) 
Founded:	 Status:	 Capacity:
1824 Active (vc) 10 500 000 litres
Address:	Ballindalloch, Banffshire AB37 9DB 
Tel:	 website:
01340 821720 (vc) www.theglenlivet.com
History:
1817 – George Smith inherits the farm 
distillery Upper Drummin from his father 
Andrew Smith who has been distilling on the 
site since 1774.
1840 – George Smith buys Delnabo farm near 
Tomintoul and leases Cairngorm Distillery. His 
son William takes over operations at Upper 
Drummin.
1845 – George Smith leases three other farms, 
one of which is situated on the river Livet and 
is called Minmore.
1846 – William Smith develops tuberculosis 
and his brother John Gordon moves back 
home to assist his father. 
1858 – George Smith buys Minmore farm, 
which he has leased for some time, and 
obtains permission from the Duke of Gordon 
to build a distillery.
1859 – Upper Drummin and Cairngorm close 
and all equipment is brought to Minmore 
which is renamed The Glenlivet Distillery.
1864 – George Smith cooperates with the 
whisky agent Andrew P. Usher and exports the 
whisky with great success.
1871 – George Smith dies and his son John 
Gordon takes over.
1880 – John Gordon Smith applies for and is 
granted sole rights to the name The Glenlivet. 
All distilleries wishing to use Glenlivet in their 
names must from now hyphenate it with their 
brand names.

Glenlivet

12 years old

History	(continued):
1890 – A fire breaks out and some of the 
buildings are replaced.
1896 – Another two stills are installed.
1901 – John Gordon Smith dies.
1904 – John Gordon’s nephew George Smith 
Grant takes over.
1921 – Captain Bill Smith Grant, son of George 
Smith Grant, takes over.
1953 – George & J. G. Smith Ltd merges with 
J. & J. Grant of Glen Grant Distillery and forms 
the company Glenlivet & Glen Grant Distillers.
1966 – Floor maltings closes.
1970 – Glenlivet & Glen Grant Distillers Ltd 
merges with Longmorn-Glenlivet Distilleries 
Ltd and Hill Thomson & Co. Ltd to form The 
Glenlivet Distillers Ltd. 
1978 – Seagrams buys The Glenlivet Distillers 
Ltd. A visitor centre opens.
1996/97 – The visitor centre is expanded, and a 
multimedia facility installed.
2000 – French Oak 12 years and American Oak 
12 years are launched
2001 – Pernod Ricard and Diageo buy Seagram 
Spirits & Wine. Pernod Ricard thereby gains 
control of the Chivas group.
2004 – This year sees a lavish relaunch of 
Glenlivet. French Oak 15 years replaces the 
previous 12 year old.
2005 – Two new duty-free versions are 
introduced – The Glenlivet 12 year old First Fill 
and Nadurra. The 1972 Cellar Collection (2,015 
bottles) is launched.
2006 – Nadurra 16 year old cask strength and 
1969 Cellar Collection are released. Glenlivet 
sells more than 500,000 cases for the first time 
in one year.
2007 – Glenlivet XXV is released.
2009 – Four more stills are installed and the 
capacity increases to 8.5 million litres. Nadurra 
Triumph 1991 is released.
2010 – Another two stills are commissioned 
and capacity increases to 10.5 million litres. 
Glenlivet Founder´s Reserve is released.
2011 – Glenlivet Master Distiller´s Reserve is 
released for the duty free market.
2012 – 1980 Cellar Collection is released.
2013 – The 18 year old  Batch Reserve and 
Glenlivet Alpha are released.
2014 – Nadurra Oloroso, Nadurra First Fill 
Selection and The Glenlivet Guardian´s 
Chapter are released.

15 years old Master Distiller´s 
Reserve

126 127

Glenlivet 12 year old
GS – A lovely, honeyed, floral, fragrant nose. 
Medium-bodied, smooth and malty on the 
palate, with vanilla sweetness. Not as sweet, 
however, as the nose might suggest. The finish 
is pleasantly lengthy and sophisticated.

DR – Freshly chopped apple, rhubarb and crisp 
barley on the nose, soft rounded and beautiful 
mouth feel with green fruit and gooseberries 
and a delicate, rounded and medium long 
finish.

The Glenlivet XXV21 Archive18 years old Guardians Chapter

Nadurra OlorosoBatch Reserve 
18 years

In 2004, Chivas Brothers set up a goal that Glenlivet should 
eventually become the world´s biggest single malt. At that 
time Glenfiddich outsold Glenlivet more than two to one 
and so it seemed that they had been too ambitious. Fast 
forward ten years and it looks like their goal is within reach 
sooner than we think. With almost 12 million bottles of 
Glenlivet sold in 2013 (some sources even say more than 
12 million), the gap between the two rivals is now down 
to 5% and Glenlivet is enjoying the momentum, whereas 
Glenfiddich has been struggling ever since they surpassed 
the 1 million case barrier three years ago. Glenlivet is the 
number one single malt in the USA and last year they took 
over the number one spot from Glenfiddich in India as well.
Following a substantial expansion in 2010 the distillery is 
equipped with a Briggs mash tun with six arms (13 tonnes 
capacity), 16 wooden washbacks and 7 pairs of stills. The 
maximum capacity is 42 mashes per week and 10,5 million 
litres of alcohol per year.
Glenlivet’s core range is the 12 year old, the 15 year old 
French Oak Reserve, 18 year old, 21 year old Archive and 
Glenlivet XXV. A special range of un chill-filtered whiskies 
is called Nadurra and it comes in four expressions; Nadurra 
16 year old at cask strength, the same for duty free but 
bottled at 48% and, new since 2014, Nadurra Oloroso and 
Nadurra First Fill Selection. With the launch of the last 
two expressions, the owners have decided to expand the 
Nadurra range into a series of what they call different cask 
experiences. The new bottlings are released both for duty 
free (bottled at 48%) and for domestic markets (bottled 
at cask strength). The Nadurra Oloroso is the first major 
Glenlivet bottling (not counting the occasional single cask) 
to be matured solely in ex-sherrycasks. Apart from Nadurra, 
another four expressions are earmarked for the Duty Free 
market: First Fill Sherry Cask 12 years old, 15 years old, 
Glenlivet Master Distiller´s Reserve and 18 year old Batch 
Reserve. Another new bottling released in May 2014 was 
the limited The Glenlivet Guardian´s Chapter. During a six 
months long global tour, fans of Glenlivet were given the 
opportunity to taste three different Glenlivet whiskies with 
the working names Classic, Revival and Exotic. Following a 
vote, Exotic (a blend of American oak and ex-sherry butts) 
was chosen as the winner. A series of limited expressions of 
Glenlivet for select markets called Single Cask Editions was 
introduced in 2005. In 2014 two of the single casks were 
the 17 year old Xeres, an exclusive to Finland and matured 
in first fill American oak and Kymah, a 16 year old ex-shery 
butt available only at Frankfurt Airport.


